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“We associate philosophy with insights into timeless 
matters, but philosophy is also capable of sharply 
illuminating the here and now. Naomi Zack challenges 
conventional wisdom both black and white, urging a 
rethinking of our conceptions of white privilege and 
the best approach to theorizing social justice.”     

—Charles W. Mills, Northwestern University  

“Naomi Zack demands our attention with a legal, 
political, and ethical vision that does not falter. Indeed, 
in this text… Zack is committed to clarifying, 
critiquing and undoing the continued weight of 
injustice.”          

—George Yancy, author of Look, A White! 
Philosophical Essays on Whiteness
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Examining racial profiling in American policing, Naomi Zack argues against white privilege discourse while 
introducing a new theory of applicative justice. Zack draws clear lines between rights and privileges and between 
justice and existing laws to make sense of the current crisis. Moving the discussion from white privilege discourse to 
the rights of blacks, from ideas of white supremacy to legally protected police impunity, and from ideal and non-ideal 
justice theory to existing injustice, White Privilege and Black Rights examines the legal structure that has permitted the 
killings of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, and others. Deepening understanding without 
abandoning hope, Zack shows why it is more important to consider black rights than white privilege as we move 
forward through today's culture of inequality. 
 

AVAILABLE APRIL 2015 • 110 PAGES 
Paperback • 9781442250574 • $19.95 / Hardback • 9781442250550 • $45.00  / eBook • 9781442250567 • $18.99 

 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781442250567
mailto:orders@rowman.com
mailto:textbooks@rowman.com

